INSTRUMENTS   OF   POLICY
To the 'Iraqis, the treaty meant the disappearance of the
detested Mandate, the very mention of which aroused bitter
antagonism.1 It signified nationhood and independence, since
treaties could only be concluded between independent nations.2
It was, moreover, the procedure whereby 'Iraq as an un-
developed and poverty-stricken nation was to receive at will
support and assistance from Great Britain, as had the Arab
State at Damascus, but not by necessity, as implied in the
mandatory system which was held by 'Iraqis to be synonymous
with colonization.3 The treaty, in brief, meant national
independence.
In these differences of view-point lay the roots of the
future conflict between Great Britain and 'Iraq during the
next decade.
Although Amir Faisal seems to have fully understood that
the British Government, in replacing the mandatory document
by a treaty, had no intention of relinquishing the Mandate,4
he gave no indication of the fact prior to his enthronement,
either in statements to the Press5 or in speeches to the 'Iraqis.6
Indeed, in all his public utterances it was the independence of
clraq in alliance with a friendly Power, which was stressed,
rather than any limitations to be imposed by the treaty.7
H.M. Government, on its side, gave no discouragement to the
widespread belief that the election of a ruler and the signing of
the treaty meant abolition of the Mandate. The congratulatory
telegram from H.M. King George to H.M. King Faisal on the
occasion of his accession and King Faisal's reply8 had con-
1 For the basis of this antagonism see supra, pp. 361-3.
2 Al-Mufid, February 34th, 1922; Al-Istiqldl, May 24th, 1922.
3 Ibid., May I2th, isth, June 8th,  1922; Al-Istiqldl, April ?th, June 5th,
1922; Al-Rdfiddny June 5th, 1922; also supra, pp. 262-3.
4 Progress of 'Iraq, p. 14.
5 As in an interview at Cairo in early April, on his way to Mecca: Morning
Post, April 12th, 1921.
6 See Appendix vn and his Coronation speech, supra.
7 Ibid, especially (i) Speech to Mosul Delegation, (ii) Speech to Ministers,
(v) Speech to Catholic Community and his Coronation speech, supra.
8 See Appendix vin,
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